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Come join us on Saturday, June 15, for a spring community
cleanup. This event, which has become a somewhat of a tradition
in Silvermine, has a new twist this year. Worker bees will enjoy
a nice walk while collecting trash, followed by a tasty lunch at
the Silvermine Tavern. What you’ll get in return for participating:

• A more beautiful community
• A walk in a pretty setting
• A chance to chat with your

neighbors over lunch
• A great feeling of satisfaction
What a deal! And here are the details:
• Trash Walk  meeting time and place:
10:00 in the Silvermine Tavern parking
lot (walks depart at 10:15)

• What you need to bring: work gloves and walking shoes
• What we’ll provide: trash bags and a means of transporting
the full bags to the dump
• The walks:  there will be several cleanup walks of varying
lengths to choose from in Norwalk, Wilton and New Canaan,
each lead by a Silverminer from that area
• The lunch: the lunch will take place at noon in the Tavern.
Price of admission:  a bag of trash (to be left with walk organizers
before you enter the Tavern, please!).  Lunch will be Dutch treat.
• Questions and R.S.V.Ps.:  please let us know whether you
are coming.  For questions and to sign up, contact  Deborah
Lewis at 840-1566 or at cliffview@aol.com.
We hope to see you at the Trash Walk & Lunch!

Deb Lewis

The community is invited to join us
Saturday afternoon, June 22, at 4 PM,
to congratulate our hard working
college-bound seniors, the recipients of
Silvermine Community Association
Scholarships for 2002.

Mayor Alex Knopp of Norwalk will
deliver remarks, followed by refreshments, in the garden
(weather permitting) of the Silvermine Gallery, at the
Silvermine Guild Arts Center, 1037 Silvermine Road,
New Canaan. Please make it a point to come and show
your support for the outstanding achievements of this
group of Silvermine students.

Alix Bacher

Mayor Knopp to Address
Scholarship Winners

Join the Fun atJoin the Fun atJoin the Fun atJoin the Fun atJoin the Fun at
"Trash Walk & Lunch""Trash Walk & Lunch""Trash Walk & Lunch""Trash Walk & Lunch""Trash Walk & Lunch"

New Canaan - Norwalk - Wilton Summer 2002

Issue #21

The mud and traffic constraints on Silvermine Avenue are a
daily reminder that development in our area continues. As
property prices continue to rise and the values of structures on
these properties do not, ‘tear-downs’ are likely to become more
commonplace. Subdividing large lots and building more homes,
making development more lucrative, is therefore a trend bound
to continue as well. Concerned neighbors have kept a close watch
over several planned developments in our neighborhood. If you
would like to know the latest on these issues, email us at
silvermine_news@hotmail.com and we will pass along updates.

On March 7, the Norwalk Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)
approved a variance related to a subdivision of a 5-acre property
near Yew Street, where a developer plans to build 4 residences
(Case #02-0221-02). Over 35 people attended this meeting to
demonstrate their concern. However, as was the case with the
Norwalk Inn’s expansion, this application was approved by the
ZBA as it complies with zoning regulations. This case has not
yet reached the Conservation Commission.

Recently, another application, Case #S02-97, has piqued the
interest of inquisitive Silverminers. The Silvermine Golf Club
(SGC) has applied for a permit to construct a private sewer line
extension to its premises to avoid “potential septic problems”.

Many of you will remember the golf club’s plans to build a
LifeCare facility. The most recent application does raise concerns
regarding the long-term intentions of the golf club and the impact
of the sewer installation on our area. The SGC plans to construct
a private sewer extension that would hook up to an existing
municipal sewer line on the east side of the Route 7 Connector.
To lay this sewer line, trenching would be required near 2
wetlands and a possible vernal pool. In addition, other parties
would be able to connect to this sewer line at the SGC’s discretion.

Your neighbors filed a petition with 75 signatures requesting
a public hearing, which was granted. During the public hearing,
several residents formally presented their objections to the

Development in Silvermine
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EARTH GARDEN
FLORIST   GREENHOUSE   NURSERY

WEDDING & PARTY PLANNING
197 New Norwalk Road (Route 123)

New Canaan, CT 06840  (203) 966-5673

KKKKKudos tudos tudos tudos tudos to DPW!o DPW!o DPW!o DPW!o DPW!
As you may have noticed,

Norwalk's Department of Public
Works is busy with improvements
in our area. Silvermine Avenue
should get its final paving coat this
June, provided that the current
water problems are solved.
Comstock Hill is scheduled for
repaving in the next budget year
(July ’02 – June ’03), so enjoy
zigzagging around potholes while
you can. Damaged guardrails are to
be replaced on a section of Perry
Avenue and Silvermine Avenue.

And the shiny new coat of
paint on the bridge railing on Perry Photo by Joyce Heck
Avenue near the Silvermine Tavern is a must-see!    Monika Stokes

application, voicing concerns about the impact of the construction
on the wetlands, the aquifer, bedrock, and the effects of potential
blasting on existing well water and septic systems. The Norwalk
Association of Silvermine Homeowners (NASH) engaged experts
to study the environmental impact of this proposed construction.

The Conservation Commission granted a continuance of the
public hearing to May 14, where the experts engaged by NASH
presented their findings. After the presentation, the commission
closed the public hearing. It is expected to discuss the application
and vote on it at an extended hearing on May 28. For more
information, please see the following article “A Note from NASH”
by Lee Levey. Monika Stokes

I nvas ive  P lan ts  Lec tu re  June  10 !

Hot Cakes = Cold Cash
Once again our annual Pancake breakfast was

a rousing success, thanks to the great turnout
alongside the efforts of all our volunteers who run
this finely tuned event. With pancake maestro Dave
Borglum at the griddle, the gym of the Silvermine
School was humming with activity from the
moment doors opened at 8 AM.

BIG thank you’s to: all our placemat sponsors, Kathy
LaCouture of FLEURS, who generously donated floral
centerpieces, our fantastic Easter Bunny, who shared her animal
magnetism (and jelly beans) with every child who attended, and
clown/face painter extraordinaire Connie Schmidt. If pancakes
didn’t get your motor going, there were plenty of bagels, courtesy
of Village Bagel. Add in a visit from Mayor Alex Knopp, and we
covered all the bases: food, family, fellowship, entertainment and
politics. THANKS!!!! All told, this event netted almost $3,000
towards our College Scholarship fund, which will be distributed
at the upcoming scholarship awards ceremony on June 22 at
the Silvermine Guild.             Alix Bacher

A Note  f rom NASH
For more recent Silvermine residents,

or those of you that thought we
disappeared, I’d like to take this opportunity
to re-introduce you to NASH, the Norwalk
Association of Silvermine Homeowners.
Our organization was formed over a dozen
years ago to respond to development and
political issues specifically in the Norwalk

area of Silvermine. At that time, NASH opposed a proposed
LifeCare facility, intended to be a 300-bed, three-story building
on the southern portion of the Silvermine golf course. We
believed then and now that this type and scale of development
is inappropriate in Silvermine. With great effort and support
from our neighbors, the overwhelming negative aspects of that
proposed development were made clear to the Planning and
Zoning boards, and the developers eventually withdrew the
proposal. For several years, there were no major issues to
respond to. This has changed however, with the introduction
of inappropriate developments in our neighborhoods and the
recent sanitary sewer proposal by the Silvermine Golf Club.

The major concern of NASH and many adjoining property
owners is that the proposed sewer will certainly lead to further
and more intensive development in Silvermine. A fund, called
the Silvermine Defense Fund, has been established by NASH
to help cover the fees of experts involved in evaluating this
application, and to fund similar efforts to protect the historic
value of Silvermine. We ask you to support the fund with a
donation. Please make your contribution payable to “Silvermine
Defense Fund/NASH”, and mail it to Silvermine Defense
Fund/NASH, C/o Lee Levey, 177 Silvermine Avenue, Norwalk
CT 06850. For further information, please call me, Lee Levey,
at 847-0374. I look forward to receiving your support and
speaking with you. “Let’s stop chipping away at Silvermine!”

Lee Levey, President, NASH

J o i n  u s  T h u r s d a y  M a y  3 0  a t  7 : 3 0  P M  a t  t h e
S i l v e r m i n e  G u i l d   f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t r a f f i c
i s sues  spec i f i c  to  S i lvermine .   Thi s  ne ighborhood
m e e t i n g  i s  p a r t  o f  N o r w a l k ' s  C i t y w i d e  T r a f f i c
S u m m i t .  I f  y o u  c a n ' t  a t t e n d ,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  u s
y o u r  i n p u t  a t  s i l v e r m i n e _ n e w s @ h o t m a i l . c o m .

Mark  you r  ca l enda rs  now,  and  j o i n  us  a t  t he
S i l ve rm ine  Tave rn  on  Monday  June  10  a t  7 :30  PM .
Lea rn  how  t o  r ecogn i ze  and  con t ro l  i n vas i ve  p l an t s .
C rea ted  by  Greg  Wa te rs ,  Ho r t i cu l t u ra l i s t  a t  t he  We i r
Fa rm ,  t h i s  l e c tu re  w i l l  p rov i de  you  w i t h  t oo l s  t o  do
you r  pa r t  i n  p ro tec t i ng  ou r  b i o l og i ca l  d i ve r s i t y.   Th i s
lec tu re  i s  sponsored  by  the  Norwa lk  R ive r  Wate rshed
Assoc ia t i on  (NRWA)  www.no rwa l k r i ve r. o rg



Join a guided tour along the scenic Silvermine River on

Saturday, June 15, from 9 to 11:30 AMSaturday, June 15, from 9 to 11:30 AMSaturday, June 15, from 9 to 11:30 AMSaturday, June 15, from 9 to 11:30 AMSaturday, June 15, from 9 to 11:30 AM, and  learn about

the river's history and arts commmunity. Bike and helmet

required. Bring water and snacks.

Minimum age is 14. Tour starts at the

commuter parking lot on Route 123commuter parking lot on Route 123commuter parking lot on Route 123commuter parking lot on Route 123commuter parking lot on Route 123

near Merritt Parkway Exit 38near Merritt Parkway Exit 38near Merritt Parkway Exit 38near Merritt Parkway Exit 38near Merritt Parkway Exit 38.

Numbers are limited, so call the

Norwalk River Watershed Association at 846-8210 or 847-

1762. If you are feeling aquatic, consider becoming a River

Ranger on the Silvermine. For more info call the NRWA or

visit its site at www.norwalkriver.org.
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Reed’Reed’Reed’Reed’Reed’s Landscaping, LLCs Landscaping, LLCs Landscaping, LLCs Landscaping, LLCs Landscaping, LLC
SSSSSilvermine resident spilvermine resident spilvermine resident spilvermine resident spilvermine resident specializing inecializing inecializing inecializing inecializing in

full sfull sfull sfull sfull service landscapervice landscapervice landscapervice landscapervice landscape design and maintenancee design and maintenancee design and maintenancee design and maintenancee design and maintenance

Get ready for summer!
 

Lawn maintenance, de-thatching, seeding
Garden bed cleanup, planting and mulching
Bush and hedge shaping
Flagstone walkways and raised beds
Gravel driveways, Belgian block
Brush clearing & dump runs
Continuous maintenance programs available

 Owner-operated      Fully insured
Local references available
reedslandscaping@aol.com
Office# 203.852.0516
Mobile# 203.984.5043

Si lvermine  Roadways
C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t

The Assoc ia t ion 's  board  meet ings  a re  he ld
at  the Si lvermine Tavern on the f i rs t  Monday
o f  each  mon th .  Come  see  us  June  3 rd !
We  a re  r eady  f o r  a  f r esh  f ace  o r  two ,  and

re f reshmen ts  a re  a lways  ava i l ab le .  A re  t he re  i ssues
you  f ee l  a re  no t  ge t t i ng  enough  o f  ou r  a t t en t i on?
Do  you  have  an  i dea  f o r  an  even t?  Ou r  seasoned
g roup  o f  ne i ghbo rhood  vo l un tee rs  can  l end  a  hand .
Or  ema i l  us  a t  s i l v e r m i n e _ n e w s @ h o t m a i l . c o m .
Many  t hanks  t o  t hose  o f  you  who  have  sha red  you r
i deas ,  conce rns  and  commen ts !

Si lvermine  B ike  Tour  Coming  Up!

SCA Is Calling Your Name!

• Turn  downspouts away from paved areas, such as driveways and
streets, and onto your lawn to recharge the groundwater aquifer.

• Plant native and drought-tolerant plants. Perennials include Russian
sage, blanketflower, black-eyed susan, coreopsis, yarrow, lamb’s ear.
Annuals are not advised in a drought.

• Group plants according to their watering needs.
• Mulch your flower beds, shrubs and trees at least 2-3" to retain

moisture, suppress weeds and slow erosion. The
best time to mulch is after a good rain.

• Work organic matter such as compost into soil
to aid water absorption and retention.

• Always water in the coolest and least windy time
of the day to minimize evaporation.

• Weed frequently as weeds compete with your
plants for water and nutrients.

• Reduce the number of potted plants as they use more water.
• Prune lightly, so as not to encourage growth and subsequent increased

demand for water.
• In gardens, plant in flat surfaces. Avoid raised mounds or beds that

dry out faster. Avoid deep soil cultivation.        Monika Stokes

Water  Sav ing  Tips  for  Your  Yard

The Silvermine Roadway Guidelines Committee had its
first meeting this past February. The committee’s objective is to
create guidelines that can be used by individual homeowners,
community organizations and municipalities for continued
improvements and vegetation management of roadway
landscapes in the Silvermine area.

Recently, we met with Mike Greene, Director of Planning
and Zoning for the City of Norwalk. Mr. Greene praised this effort

as a source of valuable information for
improvement of the roadside landscapes in our
community and a constructive tool for working
with the City for continued care and management.
Mr. Greene is confident that relevant issues
identified in the guidelines can be included in
master planning process currently under way by

the Planning and Zoning Department.
The City of Norwalk has provided a digital copy of the street

mapping, which will be used for the collection of field information
this spring. The Committee will develop recommendations for
treatment and establishment of the roadside landscapes for
Perry, Silvermine and Comstock Hill Avenues.  These
recommendations will be brought to the community in the fall
for discussion and comment.

As part of this effort, the Committee is looking at how the
landscape of Silvermine has changed in the past 100 years. We
are interested in obtaining images of the community from an
earlier period that may be in private photo collections. If you
have any photographs you are willing to loan so that a digital
copy can be made, please contact Peter Viteretto at (203) 849-
9826. Peter Viteretto

Remember, the Silvermine School of Art
has an Open House on Sunday June 2, 1-4 PM.
Meet the instructors, see demonstrations of different
techniques, and register for courses.

For more information and a catalog, call (203) 966-6668, Ext. 2,
 or visit the Guild's site at www.silvermineart.org.
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Silvermine News
Silvermine Community Association
C/o The Silvermine Tavern
194 Perry Ave.
Norwalk, CT 06850

Upcoming
SCA Events

� 5/30 Norwalk Traffic Summit
� 6/2 Silvermine Guild Open House
� 6/3 SCA June Board Meeting
� 6/10 Invasive Plants Lecture
� 6/15 Trash Walk & Lunch
� 6/15 Silvermine Bike Tour
� 6/22 Scholarship Awards Ceremony
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