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A Silvermine Tradition for SCA Members
Santa Claus Is Coming!
One of the oldest traditions in Silvermine is the arrival of 
Santa Claus on Christmas Eve at the Silvermine Tavern 
parking lot. This celebration has become the most pop-
ular event on our communi- t y calendar. 
And, having received official 
word from the North 
Pole, we are happy 
to report that once 
again, Santa will 
arrive on the 
SCA Antique 
Fire Truck. This 
year’s festivities will 
begin promptly at 
3:30 p.m. As usual, 
there will be lots 
of hot choco-
late for every-
one around the 
roaring bonfire 
in the Silvermine 
Tavern parking lot (courtesy of 
Frank and Marsha Whitman), while season’s greetings are 
exchanged by all who attend.

For those who are new to the community (and for those 
who need a reminder for this once-a-year event), this is 
the way things work: During the morning of the 24th, and 
most certainly before 2:00 p.m., you sneak away to the 
Silvermine Tavern front porch, where you will find a large 
box awaiting the arrival of your child’s gift. Label the gift 
with your child’s name in large block letters. Tie multi-
ple gifts together. (Occasionally, Santa has been known 
to forget his spectacles and he doesn’t want any child to 
worry about being forgotten.) 

Later that afternoon, at approximately 3:40 p.m., you’ll 
hear the jolly sound of Santa ringing bells from the back of 
the SCA Antique Fire Truck as he rounds the corner into the 

Tavern parking lot. For the next hour or so, the air will be 
filled with the merry sound of children’s excited voices as 
g i f t s are opened and admired. And yes, 

Santa sent a message again this 
year, saying the 
elves will be hand-

ing out candy canes 
to all those youngsters 

waiting to hear their 
names called!

On Christmas Eve, 
the Silvermine Tavern 

is open to the public for din-
ing while we celebrate with 
Santa, so we have made ar-

rangements for San-
ta to arrive at the 
back of the park-
ing lot where 
there is room for 

everyone. Please 
park in the lower section of the parking lot, 

down by the street, and walk to the back of the parking 
lot to greet Santa!

Don’t miss this very special annual tradition. Plan to join 
the festivities on Monday, December 24th at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Silvermine Tavern parking lot. Be sure to dress for 
the weather. In years past, Silvermine has resembled the 
North Pole! 

This event is for SCA members only. If you 
haven’t joined yet, do so before you drop off 
your gifts!

Silvermine News is published by the Silvermine Community Asso-
ciation. Contributions will be published upon discretion of the 
Editor and may be edited. Write to us c/o The Silvermine Tavern, 
�194 Perry Ave., Norwalk, CT 06850.

Editor: Jerry Gleason, jerry_gleason@gleasongrp.com.
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Silvermine Holiday Gifts
Looking for that perfect gift for a family member, friend, 
or neighbor? Think of the Silvermine Swan! You can buy 
T-shirts, mugs, aprons, clocks, baby clothes—even a jour-
nal—all featuring the Silvermine Swan! Visit www.silver
minenews.com to see the Silvermine Online store. Put a 
swan under the tree this year!

Monthly Board Meetings	
Monthly Board Meetings are typically held at 7:30 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of the month at the Silver-
mine Tavern. They are open to all and—thanks 
to Frank Whitman, proprietor of the Silvermine 
Tavern—coffee and cookies are often provided.
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Brian Walker and his brother Gregg write “Hi and Lois.” Brian is a Silvermine resident and has his office above the 
Silvermine Market.

Helping Silvermine Look Beautiful

The Fall Trash Walk
It was a glorious autumn day on Sunday, October 19, when 
more than thirty Silverminers met at the Silvermine School 
in Norwalk to pick up the garbage bags and gloves nec-
essary to collect the accumulated garbage littering our 
roads.

Peter Viteretto welcomed everyone and assigned 
streets to be covered. Some of the neighbors participat-
ing were: David Borglum, Lynn Burke, Lisa and Hanna Can-
nella, Giancarlo and Annamaria Ceci, Anna Duleep, Bruce 
and Sue Cruikshank, Anne Dayton, Marianne Howatson 
and family, Ken Kubris, Pattie Lasillo, Matt Di Mattio, Ad-
olf and Gloria Moderland, David Olson, Jessica and Lucia 
Rascionato, Eleanor Sasso, Jessica Schmidt, Caroline and 
Katherine Viteretto, Gerry Werner, Melissa Wilson, Diane 
Wodey, and others.

We thank all who attended for their generous efforts, 
which produced several air conditioners, car batteries, 
chairs, large scrap metal, many cans and bottles, and as-
sorted garbage—totaling in all more than 50 bags or gar-
bage!

We hope that one day soon, we will have “No Litter-
ing” signs with a hefty fine posted throughout Silvermine 
to act as a deterrent to littering and to preserve its beauty. 
Meanwhile, watch for another Trash Walk in the spring.
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Join Us for SCA’s Old Fashioned Pot 
Luck Dinner January 23, 2009!

Remember all those church suppers with dishes ranging 
from macaroni to brisket? Well, in the spirit of community, 
dust off your cookbooks and find a favorite recipe to share!

January 23, 2009
Silvermine Pot Luck Dinner!

The Silvermine Community Association is hosting its 
first Old Fashioned Pot Luck Dinner on January 23rd at the 
Silvermine Guild. What a perfect site and time of the year 
to throw off winter doldrums and “break bread” with your 
neighbors. Although we’re still in the planning mode, the 
evening will start off with a social hour in the Guild’s Gal-
lery at 6:30 followed by a delicious Pot Luck Dinner. Your 
dinner beverage is BYOB. Seating is limited and entrance is 
$10 per person plus a potluck food contribution, of course.

Please keep in mind when planning your pot luck con-
tribution that heating facilities (stoves, ovens, micro-
waves, etc.) will not available at the Silvermine Guild. Se-
lection of food contribution will be confirmed closer to the 
January 9 cut-off date. Questions, suggestions and espe-
cially your offers to help are welcomed! For questions 
and suggestions, please contact Janet Fisher (846-8629), 
janetsue183@optonline.net or Judy Cornier (849-0057) at 
cornier123@optonline.net.

Register Now!
The reservations and payment deadline is January 9. Sign 
up early to avoid the disappointment of missing this fun 
and casual evening. Register early! We expect a sell-out. 
Seating is on a first sign-up basis. Please reserve now on-
line using PayPal or a credit card or mail the registration 
form below plus your check to: 

SCA c/o Janet Fisher 
183 Perry Avenue 

Norwalk, Ct. 06850

Name(s):— ———————————————————————————————  Number in Party: 

Address:

City: 

Telephone: — ——————————————— E-Mail: 

I/We Will Bring:	 □  Appetizer for 10–12 people
□  Side/Salad for 10–12 people
□  Main Dish for 8–10 people
□  Dessert for 10–12 people

If you already know what you’ll bring, please describe it here:
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When the first annual SCA Wine Tasting event was first 
conceived, the tremendous enthusiasm it promoted, 
both from volunteers and attendees, was in large part 
because it was designated as a fundraiser to help our 
neighbor Silverminers in need.

Soon after the last drop of wine was enjoyed and net 
profits of $8000 were counted, Eleanor Sasso, Chair for 
the Wine Tasting and the Helping Hands program, be-
gan to meet with the Social Services Directors of Nor-
walk, New Canaan, and Wilton to determine where the 
need was greatest.

As many of the federal, state and local programs have 
had budget cuts, there were more local families, individ-
uals, and seniors than in previous years facing near des-
perate financial and physical situations.

We would like to be able to give to everyone in need, 
but with limited funds, choices had to be made and the 
first choice was to focus on folks within the Silvermine 
boundaries.

Laura Epstein, Director of Senior and Disabled Ser-
vices for Norwalk (there is no Social Services Director 
in Norwalk); Carol McDonald, Director of Human Ser-
vices for New Canaan; and Cathy Pierce, Director of 
Social Services in Wilton were contacted. The Helping 
Hands program was discussed in detail and we joined 
forces to locate those folks who had the most urgent 
needs. In early October, Eleanor handed checks to Lau-
ra and Carol for immediate dispersal. Here’s what those 

The “Helping Hands” Program
SCA HELPS SILVERMINERS IN NEED

�disbursements allowed:

In the Norwalk portion of Silvermine:

•	 A frail woman, 86 years old, blind, and not able to 
pay her fuel bills has received financial relief

•	 Another frail woman, 84 years old, with multiple 
health problems, is now attending Elderhouse.

•	 An elderly couple, victims of much misfortune, 
mentally and physically exhausted, are now 
attending Waveny.

In the New Canaan portion of Silvermine:

•	 A single mom and two children, victims of domestic 
violence, with no child support, are now receiving 
assistance with their electric and oil bills.

•	 A couple in their 80’s, who have lived in New Canaan 
for 50 years, and are now trying to survive on 
social security with their disabled son, are receiving 
assistance with their energy bills.

What else is there to say except this: Help us to ease the 
suffering of those not as fortunate as ourselves by gener-
ously supporting our second annual Wine Tasting fund-
raiser in June of 2009!

For more information on how you can help NOW, con-
tact Eleanor Sasso—(203) 762-0216, easasso@optonline.
net.

Eleanor Sasso, Chair of Helping Hands,  
presenting checks to Laura Epstein (left) and Carol McDonald (right).
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Call to Artists: Fifth Annual SCA Artists-
in-Residence Show
The Silvermine Artists-in-Residence have an upcoming exhibition at the Sil-
vermine Tavern from Sunday, February 22 to Saturday, March 7. The show 
is open to all artists in the Silvermine community, in all media, and has a 
signup deadline of January 26. Art for the show will be received on Sat-
urday, February 21. A reception will be held in conjunction with the SCA’s 
“Meet and Mingle” party on February 27 (tentative date, check website).

For information, contact Dave Muessel at 972-3762 or at dmuessel@iglls.
com. Use “SCA Art Show” as the subject for an e-mail. Be sure to include 
your name, address, telephone number, e-mail address, and the medium 
of your art.

Continued on page 8

Executive Board 
President:

Sue Cruikshank

Vice Presidents:

Pat Duncan, David McMahon

Secretary:

Dave Muessel

Treasurer:

Sue Palinkos

Life-Time Members

New Canaan
Patricia Duncan
Silver Hill Foundation

Norwalk
David Marsh & Barbara Carr
Frank and Lee DeMilo
Jerry Gleason
Lee and Mona Levey
Mona Mulvey
Mark and Linda Ryan

Wilton
Mark Broach
Bruce and Susan Cruikshank
Eleanor Sasso
Karen D. Watson

2009 Members

New Canaan
Christopher & Deidre Anspach
Stephen & Sharon Bassock
Peter Gundy & Nancy Blackwell
Nicholas & Margaret Campbell
Anne L Carlson

Steve & Laura Case
Ken & Cathy Doyle
Peyton & Elizabeth Grymes
Bernhard & Carmen Hampl
Jim & Patti Holec
Alan & Marsha Ingber
G. Peter & Virginia Jennewein
Charles & Karen Lauckhardt
Carl & Polly Luster
Gary & Marjorie MacIntyre
Kevin Mardorf
Steven Fry & Linda Mason
Drew & Maureen Mayer
Robert & Amanda Moore
Michael & Joan O’Brien
David & Fiona Park
Theodore & Kathy Pulkownik
Michael & Julie Reeves
Gary & Frances Stevens
Eric & Katherine Welles
Diane Wodey

Norwalk
Joseph & Mary Anne Agoglia
Mrs. Marjorie Appleby
Robert & Catherine Avery Jr
Nathan & Camille Bailey
George Bakes
Albert & Ann Marie Bassett Jr.
Jon & Susan Bayman
Mark & Laura Beaudry
Nicholas & Elaine Braccia
Chip, Yvonne & Blanche Brown
Richard Weiss & Rhona Chalson
Nick & Arlene Cioffi
Ann Marie & Helen Cioffi
Louis Franco & Megan  Collins
George & Eileen Connors
Cathleen Conover
Stephen White & Alice Cooke
Michel & Judy Cornier
Dr. Joseph & Peggy Cramer
Rick & Patricia Cuomo

Robert & Donna Davie
Pamela Davis
Anne Dayton
David & Natalie Dearborn
Richard & Rosemary Dellinger
William DeMarzo
Ralph DePanfilis
Greg & Jennifer Driscoll
Richard Gross & Catherine Egan
Bill & Mary Ann English
Peter, Lois & Nick Esposito
Fred & Jeanne Fachner
Jessica Lyons & Hinrichsen Family
Steven & Cindy Fitzgerald
Michael & Kirsten Flattery
Louise Washer & Mary Clay Flynn
Merion Frolich
Beth Gould
Meredith Gray
Michael & Christine Grey
Mrs. Dorothy Griffin
John & Cristina Hamel
Mark & Lisa Harding
Dean & Marcia Harris
John & Christina Harter
Bill Papier-Meister & Karin Hillmer
Trip, Julie & Lilah Hunter
Marcia Hupp (The Cottage)
Anne Hussey
Jeanine Jackson
John & Lesley Kammerman
Marc & Kathy Karnell
Alan & Marcia Kibbe
Nancy Kolodny
Adam & Tara Kovach
Gregory & Katherine Kryspin
Robert & Henrietta Lachman
Peter & Lisa Lane
Linda Lee-Jacobson
Lance Zimmerman & 

Deborah Lewis
Howard & Mary Long
Martin Mahoney

Robert Murphy & Eaine Marotta
Morton & Cornelia Mass
Carolyn Rider & Ed McNamara
John & Ellen McNamara
Irwin & Estelle Metviner
Richard & Barbara Mintz
Brad Morris & Susan Morrison
Mark & Kathie Moskovitz
Christopher & Laura Moughty
Nicholas & Emma Nardi
Adolph & Gloria Neaderland
Philip & Ethelyn O’Grady
Robert & Kathryn Olson Jr.
Thomas Orgovan
Jonathan Orndorff
John & Marie Patchen
Adam & Melissa Pennucci
Virginia Perry
Paul & Jean Phillips
Neil & Ilana Plain
Paul & Beth Raaen
Enzo & Jessica Rascionato
Roger, Gail & Brendon Ratchford
Ted & Rosie Rawson
Chris Roberts
Michael & Lauren Rosato
Michael & Joy Sabato
Barbara Saviano
Robert Mills & Candace Schafer
Gerard Werner & Clair Schoen
Renee Serra
Norman & Carol Siegel
Lauren  Siket
Craig & Nan Sinclair
Peter & Mary Jo Steiwer
John & Barbara Thompson
Baldvin & Inga Thorsson
Jane  Trehubenko Jr.
Bruce Cooper & Ellin 

Van Leeuwen
Rick & Lily Viera
Eugene Mensching & Joan Walsh
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Animal Alternatives
Extraordinary Pet Care

Eleanor Sasso
(203) 762.0216

easasso@optonline.net

It’s Time to Pay Your 2009 Dues!
2009 Scholarship 

Applications are now 
being accepted.

See the SCA website
www.silverminenews.com

for details

WIN
Up to 150 Gallons of 
Home Heating Oil!

The Reliable Oil and Heat Co, Inc. & 
Steve’s Fuel Oil, Inc will be providing oil 
to a paid SCA member randomly drawn 
at the Pancake Breakfast in March. If the 
total 2009 membership is 350 or more, 
then 150 gallons will be awarded! Oth-
erwise, 100 gallons will be awarded. 
Join the SCA now!

Compliments of Joe and Roy Rumore

“Keeping you warm since 1922”
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12/24 Santa in Silvermine

1/7 Open Monthly Board Meeting

1/23 Pot Luck Dinner at the Guild

2/4 Open Monthly Board Meeting

2/21 Artists-in-Residence Art Show 
Set Up

2/22 Artists-in-Residence Art Show 
Opening

2/27 Artists-in-Residence Art Show 
Meet & Mingle 
(Tentative, check Website)

3/4 Open Monthly Board Meeting

3/7 Artists-in-Residence Art Show 
Closes

3/8 Artists-in-Residence Art Show 
Tear Down

3/25 Silvermine History Dinner 
(Tentative, check Website)

4/4 Pancake Breakfast

UPCOMING EVENTS

2008 Members 
Continued from page 6

Norman & Susan Weinberger
Frank & Marsha Whitman

Wilton
Elizabeth Baker
Anthony & Michelle Bennie
David & Cecilia Borglum
Frank & Irene Corsaro
Timothy & Tara Cummins
Chris & Carol Dubrowski
Jon & Lucillee Fieldman
Clifford & Norma Fox
Leo & Linda Fry
Samantha Gosein
David & Susan Graybill
Jerry & Barbara Holdridge
Marianne Honatson
Chauncey & Pat Johnstone

Clifford Meiselbach & Elizabeth Katz
Dee King
Peter & Rosemarie Mancuso
Dave, Kerry, Quinn, Abbey 

& John McMahon
Tim & Jodi Meyer
Ed & Nita Nordgaard Jr.
John & Anne Oliver
James & Cheryl Parker-O’Conner
Richard & Norma Perkins
Paul & Judith Rodriguez
Greg & Lucy Sandor
P.C. Schmitt Jr.  
Jeff & Nadine Turner
Bing Ventres
Membership lists as of 12/8/08

Are You a Member?
To fi nd out if you are a  member, 
check your mailing label.

 2009
 John and Sally Smith
 5336 Silvermine Road
 New Canaan, CT 06840

Mailing label displays 
the year through which 
you have paid dues.


